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Geological Survey report stated that 
unless greenhouse gas emissions were 
curbed significantly, two third’s of the 
world’s polar bears, including all those 
in Alaska, would disappear by the 
middle of the century.
“It’s hard to say that a new car 
factory in Detroit will be stopped 
because of its potential impact on the 
ice edge, but the endangered species 
hasn’t been full tested,” says Margaret 
Williams, director of the World Wildlife 
Fund’s Bering Sea programme.
Meanwhile in Canada, the province 
of Manitoba has joined the group of 
bodies across Canada adding polar 
bears to the list of endangered  
species under its regional wildlife act.  
Its population of polar bears in  
western Hudson Bay is a popular 
attraction for eco-tourists who come  
to observe them each fall while they 
are still confined to land.
Researchers believe there are 
many parallels between these bears 
and those of the US bears based in 
the Alaskan Beaufort Sea. “Both are 
relatively well-studied populations and 
are showing clear signs of stress,”  
says Williams.Britain is to be the site of the world’s 
largest butterfly house — Butterfly 
World — with an aim as a visitor 
attraction and conservation flagship, 
alerting the public to the dramatic 
decline in butterflies in many countries.
The plan is the brainchild of 
businessman Clive Farrell, a passionate 
supporter of the environmental 
importance of lepidopterans, who 
has built butterfly houses in the US, 
Switzerland and the UK.
But in his biggest project, he hopes 
to have up to 10,000 butterflies in  
flight at any one time that visitors  
can observe in a walk-through  
100 metre-wide dome, built near  
St Albans, north-west of London. The 
£25 million project was launched last 
month by veteran television presenter 
and zoologist, David Attenborough. 
Outside the dome, extensive gardens 
and traditional meadows are planned 
A new tourist attraction will highlight 
the plight of many butterfly species, 
reports Nigel Williams.
Glass action to attract rapidly declining native species.
A recent meeting of conservationists 
from more than 30 countries was 
held in Germany. Several countries 
reported the extinction of 10 or more 
species within their boundaries. For 
the first time a European butterfly, the 
Maderian Large White, was declared 
globally extinct.
Important butterfly sites in Bulgaria 
have been destroyed to make way for 
tourist development and the continuing 
changes to farming practice are also 
causing concern, the meeting heard.
Sir David said that in the UK, three 
quarters of British butterflies had 
declined in the past 20 years, some 
of them very rapidly. “These declines 
indicate an underlying deterioration 
of the environment as a whole,” he 
said. But ironically, some of the once 
commonest species are faring worst, 
while some of the rarest, having raised 
conservation fears, are doing better.
For example, the Large Blue 
butterfly, which became extinct in 
the UK during the last century, is now 
a re- introduction and conservation 
success story. Populations of these Complex: The Large Blue butterfly, extinct in the UK, has been successfully reintroduced 
following research into its unusual needs. (Photo: David Tipling.)butterflies appear to be surviving 
well on several nature reserves in the 
south-west of England. Researchers, 
including Jeremy Thomas, professor 
of ecology at Oxford University 
and one of the trustees of the new 
project, discovered that the larvae of 
this butterfly needed to be taken by 
ants into their nests for part of their 
development phase. But the species 
of ant was specific, and only found 
amongst grassland where the sward 
was grazed at a particular height. With 
this information, the reintroductions 
have proved a success, attracting the 
public to sites where this distinctive 
butterfly is now flying again.
For the sake of future generations 
we must take action now. Butterfly 
World is doing just that, says 
Attenborough. “It is putting the 
issues on the agenda and seeking 
to help reverse this environmental 
catastrophe.”
Champion: David Attenborough launched 
plans for a major butterfly tourist and con-
servation project near London. (Photo: Cate 
Gillon/Getty Images.)
